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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 1.44–2 

§ 1.44–1 Allowance of credit for pur-
chase of new principal residence 
after March 12, 1975, and before 
January 1, 1977. 

(a) General rule. Section 44 provides a 
credit against the tax imposed by chap-
ter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1954 in the case of an individual who 
purchases a new principal residence (as 
defined in paragraph (a) of § 1.44–5) 
which is property to which section 44 
applies (as provided in § 1.44–2). Subject 
to the limitations set forth in para-
graph (b) of this section, the credit is 
in an amount equal to 5 percent of the 
purchase price (as defined in paragraph 
(b) of § 1.44–5). 

(b) Limitations—(1) Maximum credit. 
The credit allowed under section 44 and 
this section may not exceed $2,000. 

(2) Limitation to one residence. Such 
credit shall be allowed with respect to 
only one residence of the taxpayer; the 
combined purchase prices of more than 
one new principal residence cannot be 
aggregated to increase the credit al-
lowed. 

(3) Married individuals. In the case of 
a husband and wife who file a joint re-
turn under section 6013, the maximum 
credit allowed on the joint return is 
$2,000. In the case of married individ-
uals filing separate returns the max-
imum credit allowable to each spouse 
is $1,000. Where a husband and wife do 
not make equal contributions with re-
spect to the purchase price of the new 
principal residence, allocation of the 
credit is to be made in proportion to 
their respective ownership interests in 
such residence. For this purpose, ten-
ants by the entirety or joint tenants 
with right of survivorship are treated 
as equal owners. 

(4) Certain other taxpayers. Where a 
new principal residence is purchased by 
two or more taxpayers (other than a 
husband and wife), the amount of the 
credit allowed will be allocated among 
the taxpayers in proportion to their re-
spective ownership interests in such 
residence, with the limitation that the 
sum of the credits allowed to all such 
taxpayers shall not exceed $2,000. For 
this purpose, joint tenants with right 
of survivorship are treated as equal 
owners. For an example of the oper-
ation of this provision see Example (2) 
of § 1.44–5(b)(2)(ii). 

(5) Application with other credits. The 
credit allowed by this section shall not 
exceed the amount of the tax imposed 
by chapter 1 of the Code for the taxable 
year, reduced by the sum of the credits 
allowable under— 

(i) Section 33 (relating to taxes of for-
eign countries and possessions of the 
United States), 

(ii) Section 37 (relating to retirement 
income), 

(iii) Section 38 (relating to invest-
ment in certain depreciable property), 

(iv) Section 40 (relating to expenses 
of work incentive program), 

(v) Section 41 (relating to contribu-
tions to candidates for public office), 
and 

(vi) Section 42 (relating to personal 
exemptions). 

[T.D. 7391, 40 FR 55851, Dec. 2, 1975] 

§ 1.44–2 Property to which credit for 
purchase of new principal resi-
dence applies. 

The provisions of section 44 and the 
regulations thereunder apply to a new 
principal residence which satisfies the 
following conditions: 

(a) Construction. The construction of 
the residence must have begun before 
March 26, 1975. For this purpose con-
struction is considered to have com-
menced in the following circumstances: 

(1)(i) Except as provided in subpara-
graph (2) of this paragraph, construc-
tion is considered to commence when 
actual physical work of a significant 
amount has occurred on the building 
site of the residence. A significant 
amount of construction requires more 
than drilling to determine soil condi-
tions, preparation of an architect’s 
sketches, securing of a building permit, 
or grading of the land. Land prepara-
tion and improvements such as the 
clearing and grading (excavation or 
filling), construction of roads and side-
walks, and installation of sewers and 
utilities are not considered commence-
ment of construction of the residence 
even though they might involve a sig-
nificant expenditure. However, driving 
pilings for the foundation, digging of 
the footings, excavation of the building 
foundation, pouring of floor slabs, or 
construction of compacted earthen 
pads when specifically prepared and de-
signed for a particular residential 
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